LADY OPEXS HER MOVTH
enough, but when I suggested a sally, Palin's reply
did much to open my eyes.
" To go out and attack them would be to play into
their hands. We shouldn't stand an earthly, because
they could see us coming while we shouldn't know
where they were. Do get this into your head. The
moment Harris saw you, the whole position was
changed. At that moment the thieves became the
besiegers, and we became the besieged. And that
position will continue until one side or the other
throws in its hand. We are now besieged in Hohenems,
The investment won't be complete for, say, twenty-
four hours, but this time to-morrow there'll be a tree
down across the road of approach. That will be very
awkward, because it will mean that we cannot employ
a car to fetch us supplies. To fell a fir-tree is nothing.
But, once it's down, how long will it take to remove
it ? And mark you this. Every man who goes near
it will take his life in his hand. And that is where
Harris will have us. He won't need a chain of sentries
around this place. One patrol is enough to keep us
in—became we can't see that patrol. It may be down
in the valley: it may be beside the drive ; it may be
behind the coach-house. . . . But as Harris is shooting
at sight, to bump into that patrol is a risk which we
cannot take."
I well remember the silence which followed his words.
We were standing in the larger hall, and the open
door to the ramparts seemed to offer a prospect of
half the world. Olivia was by the doorway, shading
her eyes and gazing down the valley which seemed to
be all green silver because of the dew: with his eyes
upon PaJin's face, my cousin was standing, vigilant,
at the head of the little stair: and Palin was standing
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